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2. 2 A A=

Korea now has the lowest birth rate in the world as over the past several
decades many married couples have chosen to have fewer and fewer
children or even none at all. At the same time, Koreans are living longer, so
the elderly population is steadily growing. Why is this happening, how do
you think it will affect both your own future and Korean society in general,
and what can Korea do to adapt to this reality?

OhRL XLt A4 W7 B EBEO0| MM O X2 Olo|§ ULt ofa] x| 7| Mo
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So17| Qs AL Y 4 U2NA?

3. &Kl o

tudents demonstrate their ability to rationalize and critically evaluate a
modern and highly relevant societal issue that will directly affect them. They
also provide some feasible suggestions about how to deal with this issue.

SPYS2 ArelofA AFEAQ FFS OIE HCHEo|D Aol =2 MRA EHE Y2lestn
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South Korea's
High School Advanced Y C Birthrate, Read
] sE ~
English Writing | sigsl & | NESE 2018 198~100) ¢ Write: The 0
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Korea
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5. 28 ok

This question addresses the issue of the birth rate decline in South Korea
for over 40 vyears. South Korean women can now expect to have 0.78
children in their lifetime. The main reasons are the high cost of raising
children, poor job prospects in a stagnant economy, and unaffordable real
estate. Many parents spend 20% of their income every year on education,
and some much more, and this huge burden on families means that most
couples can only afford one child. Some women now prefer to put their
personal freedom first and to forego relationships and marriage altogether.
Young men are doing the same because they are finding it difficult to get
full-time work, and many are already carrying huge amounts of debt, which
makes it hard for them to plan for careers and raising families. So far,
government incentives for couples to have more children have mostly failed.
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These concerns along with a rapidly ageing population are expected to put
a huge strain on the country’s economy and the pension system in coming
decades. Government countermeasures include the idea of raising the
retirement age from 60 to 65 and letting businesses re-hire retired workers.
Throughout the country, attitudes about getting an “elite education” will
probably need to change as well for couples to consider having more
children.
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6. M 7|E x MY Z2 4t s

Y 71E

Detailed explanation; good reasoning with strong English

proficiency and complete sentences
FMITH A, FoldEo| FojLt 2ol HYE F2 =i

Explanation with some reasoning in semi-complete

o A
£o Ha

(high points)

BHE B=CIF)

(medium points) sentences
P SIRPHOL SRON fZto] XBQ EYVH 4
LIS XA Limited explanation with a lack of reasoning in broken
X=— OT
(low points) sentences
P MY E8oIM F=Eo| EET Hohe 29

7. OA| ©OF 22 MY x MCfge ZR FEEH /Y

These days, Koreans are choosing to have no children mainly because it is
so expensive. Education costs a lot because parents send their kids to cram
schools for extra study. University costs are also high, and now there are
not so many jobs available when students finish. Also, many young people,
especially girls, don’t want to get married because they have seen their
own parents working hard, spending a lot of money, and being unhappy.
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Some have seen their parents or their friends’ parents get divorced, and
that situation doesn’t look attractive to anyone. Plus they just don’t want
the extra burden of raising kids because it takes away their freedom. They
want to have their own careers and enjoy their lives. It’s a really hard issue
to solve. Even the experts are not sure what to do. Maybe many people in
my generation will stay single and just work part-time. Some will like that,
but | don’t think it will be satisfying. | think the retirement age here is 60,
but maybe the government could allow people to stay in their jobs for
longer if they want that. This would help a little and keep the economy
going. Also, if Koreans could change their thinking and not focus so much
on expensive extra education, it might be easier and more enjoyable to
raise kids here, but right now it is a very complicated issue.
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2. 28 A M=

In current Korean society, many young people, especially women, are
choosing to give up on relationships, marriage, and raising children (“sampo
saedae”). What are some reasons for their way of thinking, and how might
your future and Korean society in general be affected if this happens a lot?
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3. EXl 2=

Students demonstrate their ability to rationalize and critically evaluate a
topic that is modern and highly relevant to themselves as well as the
society they live in.
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5. 28 ol

Young Koreans want more leisure time and freedom after spending so
much time under stressful study conditions, so they put off getting married.
Also, there are fewer job prospects available even for university graduates.
For young women, childcare costs, not enough paid family leave, and a
perceived struggle between work and life are reasons to put off marriage or
forego it altogether. Such concerns can be seen more easily in women in
their 20s who choose to prioritize their careers over family life. The result is
that there is now a huge single population who say they want to stay that
way, at least for now. Naturally, opting out of child rearing will affect the
already shrinking birth rate and reduce the number of people who
eventually enter the workforce. A de-emphasis on “elite” education would
remedy this trend to some degree, but it is a dilemma that is destined to
play out more in the near future.
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Y 71E

Detailed explanation; good reasoning with strong English
proficiency and complete sentences

FMITH A, FoldEo| FojLt 2ol HYE F2 =i
Explanation with some reasoning in semi-complete
sentences
HHRtMOF EROIM ofZrol FEZ ZYvh 4F

Limited explanation with a lack of reasoning in broken

sentences
TE 23olM FEo| BE0H N MY

o A
£2 Ha

(high points)

BHE 3=CIF)

(medium points)

LItO A
{2 B

(low points)

7. OA| ©OF 22 MEt  x M9 Z2 FEAF /Y

| would like to get married and have at least one child, but | also
understand when others in my generation don’t want to do that. Men are
having a hard time finding stable jobs, so they can’t think about a family
until they have some kind of reliable income. For women, there is more
pressure to live a certain way and to give up your freedom in order to raise
Kids. Many jobs expect women to quit when they have a child, which is
unfair. Raising kids is a lot of work, and it never ends. Most of all, their
education is so expensive, and the cost of housing and many other things
continues to go up. Most of my friends who live a “solo” life say they want
to stay single for now. If they don’t have children, of course, this will have
a bad effect on the economy since fewer people will be working and
supporting the pension system. Still, ’'m confident that many of us will
manage to work out how to have a good life and be productive people, but
| also believe that Korea definitely needs to change to make it easier for
people to live without needing to spend so much on education. That’s my
opinion.
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A growing number of Al experts have been warning us about the potential
dangers of advanced Al technology if we lose control over it. What kinds of
scenarios are these experts most concerned about, and what do you think
can be done to prevent these from happening?

Q27 Al TIE0l THYF SHIZS YUY HQ, DEUE Al 7189 ¥4l il Fnste o
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of WX FES OfF XXIB HY 4 YCKD BYLF

3. EM A&

This question is designed to find out how aware students are of this major
issue in our modern tech-oriented society and to challenge them to consider
outcomes that affect not only present-day society but also all future
generations.
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5. =& ol

It is necessary to consider the potential risks and challenges associated with
the widespread adoption of advanced Al. Here are some: Ethical issues can
arise if moral and ethical values are not instilled in Al systems that deal
with consequential decision-making. If artificial general intelligence (AGI) is
developed, it could surpass human intelligence, which poses a potential
existential risk for humanity should these systems not be aligned with
human values or priorities. There can be security issues if bad actors get
hold of Al-driven autonomous weapons. An Al arms race could happen,
which could have profound social risks. Loss of jobs is already happening
through Al-driven automation, particularly for low-skilled workers, and this
can be a dilemma unless other jobs can be created to replace those lost.
Additionally, advanced Al can lead to economic inequality if it is mainly
only benefiting wealthy people and corporations. Misinformation can be
spread through Al deep fakes and used to manipulate public opinion, which
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could be a real threat to democracy. These are just some of the serious
issues associated with advanced Al.
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Detailed explanation; good reasoning with strong English
proficiency and complete sentences

FMITH A, FoldEo| FojLt 2ol HYE F2 =i
Explanation with some reasoning in semi-complete
sentences

HHREMOF BRI oFZrol FEZ ZYTH 4T

Limited explanation with a lack of reasoning in broken

sentences
M 2N FE0| BED HIPHE HF

o A
£o Ha

(high points)

BHE =CIF)

(medium points)

LItO A
H2 e

(low points)

7. OA| ©fOF &2 HMEt  x M9 ZL2 FEAF /Y

I've heard about the big problems we will face with advanced Al. A
machine using advanced Al learns its job and then quickly improves itself,
but this Al must be made to fit with our moral and ethical values. The most
dangerous thing is if general Al is created, it could quickly become smarter
than any human, and there may be some terrible outcome where humanity
suffers greatly. There is also a danger with Al-based weapons if the wrong
people control them, and powerful countries could easily get into an Al
arms race. Moreover, many jobs will probably be lost because of advanced
Al, which would make many people’s lives much harder if there were no
new jobs to replace the old ones. In addition, if it is mostly very rich people
and big companies who benefit from advanced Al, it will create economic
inequality. Finally, Al can put out believable misinformation, or “fake news”
in order to influence how people think and act. This would be a great

_87_



threat to democracies. These are a few of the dangers. | think the Al
experts are correct to want to slow down and pay attention to these issues
so that Al can serve us well but not destroy us. We should find ways for Al
to create more jobs for humans rather than take them away. When
developing this technology, the safety and well-being of humanity must
always come first.
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Rapid advancements in technology, especially the Internet, have undeniably
made life much easier and more convenient for billions of people. While
technology by itself is neither good nor bad, how it is used can impact our
lives greatly for better or worse, and this can have wide-ranging effects on
entire societies. Considering this, do you think that the ways the Internet
and high tech are actually being used have impacted modern societies
more positively or negatively? Give examples of both positive and negative
impacts in your response.
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3. &l o=

Students are asked to ponder what they are actually giving up for every
technological convenience they are adopting. They are assessed on their
ability to honestly reflect on what this tradeoff means and how they and
the societies they live in are both benefitted and harmed by the ways
technology is used.
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High-tech innovations such as the Internet always bring with them both pros
and cons. This includes reduced face-to-face interaction with other human
beings (both a pro and a con); more comfortable working conditions and
easy access to entertainment through YouTube and Netflix vs. lack of
physical movement leading to increasingly sedentary lifestyles and excessive
and unmanaged time spent online; ease of ordering delivery food through
an app vs. over consumption of unhealthy food and increase of excessive
plastic packaging; instant access to abundant information vs. the need to
discern what is and isn’t misinformation; ease of financial transactions vs.
the risk of being hacked, ease of communicating with others via social
media vs. unhealthy addiction to such sites, bullying, and other factors that
cause anxiety and insomnia, etc. The trade-offs are often not so deeply
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considered by individuals, but they impact societies in good and bad ways
nonetheless. Here thoughtful consideration is required.
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Detailed explanation; good reasoning with strong English
proficiency and complete sentences
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Explanation with some reasoning in semi-complete
sentences
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25 H2(71F)

(medium points)
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Lo ™A Limited explanation with a lack of reasoning in broken
(low points) sentences
i IR SoIM 20| BEV RIUHE MY

7. A Ot 22 MY x pOEg ZL2 FEE 2

Of course, | understand that there are always pros and cons to any
advanced technology, but | think the Internet and other digital tech have
been much more positive than negative. To me, the key is to understand
how to use technology in responsible ways. For example, instant access to
so much information is great, but | still need to learn to tell which
information is good and which is bad. Also, it’s true that these days, | am
sitting and not moving much more than | used to, and this is not good for
my health. However, | can plan regular exercise into my daily routines to
break up the amount of time I'm sitting. It’s also true that | am guilty of
spending too much time watching YouTube and Netflix, but | can solve this
issue by making a time management plan and following it well. | use the
Internet so much every day, so | cannot imagine what it would be like not
to have online banking, access to SNS, Ka-Talk, and so many other useful
apps and functions. As long as | keep my Internet activity secure and my
apps updated, I'm confident | don’t need to worry about hacking. As for
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society, there have been some negative effects on people, especially
younger people, when they become addicted to SNS or get access to porn
sites, but | think that it’s the job of parents to monitor them. While they are
living at home, parents need to control what their kids are seeing and
doing online.
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2. 28 A M=

Do you think the current Korean education system prepares young people
well for a job or career in the current economic environment? Explain your
point of view, and suggest any changes that you think are necessary.

VA h=el WEHIZE FM20IS0 ¢Mel FH 2EolM AYolLt AMYS tE FHIE E ¢
Ct 2oLt el S 280k, TR 424sts HatE MASHHIQ.
3. &Ml A=

Korean students are asked to honestly assess the value and usefulness of
what they learn through high school relative to the current economic
environment. Since Korea’s education system has been shown to be highly
mismatched for rapid changes happening in the modern world, this question
will check students’ awareness of this fact, allow them to demonstrate their
practical reasoning and insight, and provide an opportunity for them to
offer corrective suggestions.
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South Kored’s education system has been failing to meet the demands of
the modern labor market because it focuses instead on getting students
into elite universities (Seoul National, Yonsei, and Korea Universities, or
SKY). Koreans spend significantly more money than other OECD countries in
sending their kids to cram schools for this sole purpose. Unfortunately, the
students’ mental health suffers greatly because of the stress of so much
studying. In addition, they don’t learn the real-world skills that they need to
enter the modern workforce, and there is no ongoing training to keep them
competitive, so the existing cognitive advantages they have acquired are
quickly lost. The focus needs to shift away from the “elite school” mentality
and toward caring about students’ mental health, teaching them necessary
practical skills, giving them on-the-job training, and providing them with
opportunities to think and act autonomously. This will help them to become
both healthier mentally and more competitive in the modern world.
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Detailed explanation; good reasoning with strong English
proficiency and complete sentences

FHITE 29, FoidHo| FHolLtd 2Xo| YHIE F2 FE
Explanation with some reasoning in semi-complete
sentences

UHQLHDH SO M OF7to| X2 EYDH MY

Limited explanation with a lack of reasoning in broken
sentences
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2% d=071%)
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7. OA| EOF =2 MY x ACfs9 ZL FEAH Ol

No, | don’t think it prepares us for the workplace. The education system
here in Korea focuses on getting students into elite universities, but it
doesn’t teach real-world skills that we need. | read an article recently that
said we are the lowest-ranked country in the OECD when it comes to
workers’ productivity. This is because we Koreans spend a huge amount of
money on cram schools to prepare us for entering a university and it is
much more money than any other OECD country. Because of their intense
study, students experience a lot of stress, and this affects their mental
health. Some of them even commit suicide because of it. Even though
Korean students have one of the highest rankings in the world for
education, there isn’t much regular training after they join a business or a
company to keep them up-to-date in their jobs. Also, at their companies,
they are expected to conform to the group rather than act independently,
so they quickly lose their abilities to think and reason after their education
is finished. | think right now, the education system only prepares students
to do regular office work, but you don’t need to go to a university to learn
that. The education system here needs to stop pushing students to get into
the SKY schools, care more about young people’s mental health, and teach
us real, practical skills that we need instead.
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2. 2 A A=

The South Korean education system has long been focused on the idea that
students’ grades are the most important thing. Because many modern
parents often raise only one child in a highly competitive society, it has
become common for them to put often unreasonable pressure on teachers
to give their child excellent marks. In the summer of 2023, a primary school
teacher even committed suicide due to relentless bullying from parents, and
this led to massive protests by tens of thousands of teachers across the
country. The result of such pressure is that nowadays many teachers want to
leave their profession. Considering all of this, what do you think should be
the strongest focus of a young student’s academic life?

=0l wg AAER oIS FHOl I FROICHE 7o QEUFe YFEO ASLICH B
2 ¢t RRS0| FHol KB AfLloflAf PF FO| ofolPt F|RE BRIt WY WiR2of, 250
otojofA| S0k B FT| I wASOIA FF SYRIT YHS JI6ts Aol 28 Lol &
UASLICH 2023 ©fF, oF 232U WAV BRSO HGIE NEYCZ XteE oIk ¥,
O|A2 T=XOZ 20t FO| WAISO| U2 Y= Ofo{RELICE 12t YHO| A= QF
W2 wWAtSol 159 HYS MLt HofPith= AYLICH of BE AE 1 & O, T2
B2 oyl ot gl 7Y B xFo| RSlo2td HABHLtR?

3. EX 2=

This question confronts students with importance of getting good grades in
school and how this has affected not only their lives but also their teachers’
lives until now. It prompts them to consider whether or not attending a
high-ranking university should continue to be assigned the highest social
value and what other alternatives might better serve them and Korean
society as a whole in the future.
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The emphasis on getting good grades in South Korea is directly tied to the
obsession with getting into “elite universities.” This has long caused Korean
students to go through many years of stressful preparation for university
entrance. Now that there are fewer young people, parents who have only
one child can be prone to harassing teachers to give their child good marks
or even erase evidence of bad behavior from their school records. A teacher
recently committed suicide because of this, and job satisfaction among
primary school teachers is now at an all-time low. However, entering good
universities is no longer a guarantor of career success since students need
critical skills that are not taught in tertiary education. A shift in people’s
mindset toward more trade-oriented work and/or developing more useful
life or career skills would undoubtedly be a step in the right direction.
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LICE. o|W2 QEFeH ot SYSZE Stoig Y Yota Qo AEA = ZFHIE SpA T
SUASLICE ofFl HE2 MRS 7t HOIR7| WEof, ¢ Fo| ofo|Bk JtXl EEEL2 XA
F2 H+E F7| Qo WYHSS 2UBSIALE XIof 252 ot FHoM LHE W32 FA
£ XIR7| &Lt oF AHol A2 of Mo A2 W, £F%L MYHS Afolol AY
DR E AMY EMXQYLICH SHX|ZH SPYSE 1T uW8olM JIEXX| Q= 2% JlsS E
22 7| IEo| F2 WiYof Yoot= A2 O o 43 452 E8Sh= Aol otgLty. &
A FHOl Y& T ARSO| AMDYAQ| Hpter o R80 4 E= FH J|E2 MNESH=E A
2 oY ofX| glo] SHIE FFO 29| vh AZY AYLICt

6. A TIE  x MEY 22 Y K

A 71

Detailed explanation; good reasoning with strong English
proficiency and complete sentences

FMITH A, FolaEo| FojLt 2ol HYE F2 =i
Explanation with some reasoning in semi-complete

o A
£2 H

(high points)

BHE =CIF)

(medium points) sentences
i HHREMOF BROIM oFZrol FEZ ZYTH 4T
Lho RiA Limited explanation with a lack of reasoning in broken
X=— OoT
(low points) sentences
P THE BN HZo| BECH HPHE M

7. OA| ©fOF &2 MEt  x Moo Z2 FEAF I/

The story about the teacher who committed suicide was really shocking to
me. | feel so sorry for her and for teachers who are under so much
pressure. But all parents are not like that. Most are more understanding.
Still, Korea definitely needs to change its focus and give students life skills
that they can really use in a number of different jobs. We need to stop
giving so much focus to SKY schools and start caring more about the
well-being of Korea’s young people. There is so much unreasonable stress
put on them. We must remember that they are our future. Also, | think
most people understand that in reality, not everyone needs to go to a
university to have a good life. We need to change Koreans’ minds about
this. It would be much better if young people entered the future with a
positive attitude about their own prospects and a positive attitude about
their country.
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