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Abstract

Experience of Older Cancer Patients
Undergoing Chemotherapy

Lim, Yeon Ok
(Research Associate, Hallym University Institute of Aging)

This study is designed as a preliminary study in order to understand the older cancer patients’ experience
and explore the factors that influence their quality of life. This study uses the grounded theory method
based on Strauss and Corbin. Focus group interviews were conducted with 5 older cancer patients undergoing
chemotherapy. With the data analysis, 57 concepts and 15 categories were generated in open coding. In axial
coding, a paradigm model was proposed as follows: The causal condition was ‘Being my fault,” and 'Missing
an opportunity’. The central phenomenon was ‘Final way to go’ The contextual conditions were Proximity to
hospital’ and ‘Financial condition’. The intervening conditions were ‘Relationship between older patients and
doctors’, 'Family support’ and 'Friendship’. The action/interaction strategies were ‘Taking the attitude to
medical care’ and ‘Being everyday life.” The internal consequence was ‘Taking the attitude to death’ and
‘Learning of life meaning’. The core category is ‘Living routinely with last fellow traveler’. Through
understanding the older cancer patients’ experience, it provides the basis to find the factors to influence of

older cancer patient’s quality of life.

Key word: Older Cancer Patients, Chemotherapy, Quality of Life, Qualitative research
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