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The between the state of exception and sovereignty was
established by Carl Schmitt in his book Politische Theologie (1922).
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In truth, the state of exception is neither external nor
internal to the juridical order, and the problem of defining
it concerns precisely a threshold, or a zone of indifference,
where inside and outside do not exclude each other but
rather blur with each other. The suspension of the norm
does not mean its abolition, and the zone of anomie that it
establishes is not (or at least claims not to be) unrelated to
the juridical order. Hence the interest of those theories
that, like Schmitt's, complicate the topographical
opposition into a more complex topological relation, in
which the very limit of the juridical order is at issue. In any
case, to understand the problem of the state of exception,
one must first correctly determine its (or
illocalization). As we will see, the conflict over the state of
exception presents itself essentially as a dispute over its
proper locus. (Giorgio Agamben, translated by kevin attell,
State of Exception, The University of Chicago, 2005, p.23 -
24)
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In this sense, the state of exception is the opening of a space in
which application and norm reveal their separation and a pure force-
of-taw realizes (that is, applies by ceasing to apply [dis-applicando]) a
norm whose application has been suspended. In this way, the
impossible task of welding norm and reality together, and thereby
constituting the normal sphere, is carried out in the form of the
exception, that is to say, by presupposing their nexus. This means
that in order to apply a norm it is ultimately necessary to suspend its
application, to produce an exception. In every case, the state of
exception marks a threshold at which logic and praxis blur with each
other and a pure violence without logos claims to realize an
enunciation without any real reference. (Giorgio Agamben,
translated by kevin attell, State of Exception, The University of

Chicago, 2005, p.40)
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